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What is claimed is: 

1. A syskm comprising: 

a plurality of portable cards; 

a first computed network including a first plurality of computers, each having a respective 
first network address, the Plurality of first computers including a first computer having means for 
sending a first signal including a first network address, an inter-network address corresponding to 
a computer on another network^Wd a signal corresponding to a product; 

a second computer networkSincluding a second plurality of computers, each having a 
respective second network address; \ 

means, responsive to the inter-ne^i«im a^^ from the first signal, for sending a second 
signal including a second network address and tiip^nal corresponding to the product; and 

means, responsive to the sign^-Co^espokding to the product from the second signal, for 
sending a card signal, to a portable card in the plurality of cards; and 

means, spatially removed from the previous means, for reading the card signal from the 
portable card. \ 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the first network address is 01 digits removed from the 
start of the first signal, the second network address is 02 digits remV/ed from the start of the 
second signal, wherein 01 is not equal to 02. \ 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the first network address includes Ml digits and the 
second network includes N2 digits, wherein Nl is not equal to N2. \ 
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4. The^ystem of claims 1 further including 

means forreceiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; and 
means for derermining a price for the product depending on whether the product 

identified by the card signal, read by the reading means, corresponds to the product identified by 

the purchase signal. 

5. The system of claim 4 &rther including 
an electromagnetic detector for generating the purchase signal. 
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6. The system of claim 4 furthW incmdii 
a bar code reader for generating^die purchase signal. 

7. A system comprising: 
a plurality of portable cards; 

a store including a plurality of products and means^or reading a card signal from one of 
the portable cards; 

a first computer network including a first plurality of compters, each having a respective 
first network address, the plurality of first computers including a firsrcomputer having means for 
sending a first signal including a first network address, an inter-network Vddress corresponding to 
a computer on another network, and a signal corresponding to a product in t^e plurality of 
products; 
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a\econd computer network including a second plurality of computers, each having a 
respective sfecond network address; 

means,\esponsive to the inter-network address from the first signal, for sending a second 
signal including a second network address and the signal corresponding to the product; and 

means, responsr/e to the signal corresponding to the product from the second signal, for 
sending a card signal, to a\portable card in the plurality of cards. 

8. In a system including\a plurality of portable cards; a first computer network including 
a first plurality of computers, each having a respective first network address, the plurality of first 
computers including a first computer; avsei^nd c^t^iutgr net^ including a second plurality of 
computers, each having a respective secoll^^ ad^ess, a method of operating the system 
comprising the step, performed by the first coiWtwlfer, of 

sending a first signal includinga^fifst network address, an inter-network address 
corresponding to a computer on another network, anova signal corresponding to a product, and 
wherein the method fiirther comprises the step oi\ 

sending, responsive to the inter-network address fronkthe first signal, a second signal 
including a second network address and the signal correspondinVto the product; and 

sending a card signal, responsive to the signal correspondingvto the product from the 
second signal, to a portable card in the plurality of cards; and \ 

reading the card signal from the portable card. \ 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the step of sending a first signal induces the step of 
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constructingsa signal having the first network address 01 digits removed firom the start of the 
first signal, and\ 

the step of sending a\econd signal includes the step of constructing a signal having the second 
network address 02 digitkremoved from the start of the second signal, wherein 01 is not equal 
to 02. \ 

10. The method of claim 8 whemk^tlieste of sending a first signal includes the step of 
constructing a signal with the first netwoflc address including Nl digits, and 

the step of sending a second signal inclu des the g^ ^^ constructing a signal with the second 
network including N2 digits, wherein Nl is not equarto N2. 

1 1 . The method of claim 8 further including the step oK 
receiving a purchase signal corresponding to a product; andV 

determining a price for the product depending on whether the product identified by the 
card signal, read by the reading means, corresponds to the product identified Bvthe purchase 
signal. \ 
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